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P duntersville District embraces the greater part of

the eastern helf of Xg¥ Poceanontas County. To the north lies
Greenbenk District, while in the east it is separated from
Fighland and Bath Counties in Virginia by the summit of the
Allegheny Mountain range, on the south lies Little Levels
District and on the west Edray District. West of the center
and extending northeast from near funtersville, a2lmost to
the northeast boundary are the Browns Mountains. 1In the
southern part is a deries of mountains called the Beaver Lick
range. It is crowned by several lofty peaks.Just suth of
“Se latler iz a level platezu or table land of considersble
L was covered at one time with a lofty forest of
*iite pine and is known as the white pine plateau. The pine
vizPer was cut ang ehipped to various merkets and much of
‘¢ plateau is now of 8€cond growth and is owned by the govern—
=ent, in Monongshela forest. Krnapus Creek ang ite tributaries
€ entire surface. The latter are Little Back Creek,
*@'e Creek, Cochran's Creek and Brown'sg Creek.

€ 1iret settlers in thie district were Yosesg Yoore
- ]

&W and Peter Lightner. (Both of the latter have
y ent ed in former papers fént in.) They were
tew i 4, v L . 3 i 1 i
v e8Q Lo enjoy the nolitude of ¢ €ir lonely homes
I ¥ - - 1. b * 1P
3 came and settled bepide them
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text books used were Dilworth's Speller and some
the Bible as a reader,

The first of these schools "kept" in this district
was in a deserted log cabin which stood on the banks of
Knapps Creek, not far from where Huntersville now stands.

It was a five-sided structure, one side of which was taken
up with a huge fireplace. The seats were made by splitting
small logs in halves and ingerting pine for legs in the oval
gides. It is nbt known who the first teacher was; tnere is
no record. Traditions tell us Mary Yoore was tie first
teacher. The Moores were the first to settle on Knapos

Creek and were a prominent family. It is not definitely known
¥

who preached the first sermon.

B

Tradition again telle us that
it was toe Apostle of Metnodism,--the noted Bishop Asbury.

The names of many pioneer Ministers are remembered and re-—

coréed by the old residents.

Everywhere in the settlement of the west the frontier

pPrézcner waes an im

of

portant factor ang scarcely was the roof

lne cabins mage fast before tne

Or the B

Yethodist Circuit ricer

aptist Yiseionary made his apreéarance, collected the
feélgnoors, vreached a seérmon, left an aprointment fo sbme

» PETroaps a year in the future;

farewell n e co

tim ] |
{ime then after g friendly !
ntinued nig Journey to another settlement,
O those who fir Bt vis

the Reverer':(pas Jameg Avis, John l:iller, Amo s Smith,
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Ao ited Pocahontas County were

J. W, Kenney, j



:3ames watts, Samuel Ellis, William ¥YcDowell, Elisha Knox,
James Kerr, William Houston, Harvey Lawyers, N. Pendleton and
John Howe.

The first Presbyterian Church at Huntersville, was
organized by Rev. Xitchell D. Dunlap in 1854. Among the first
members were Hugh McLaughlin, Sr. James A. Price, George E.
Craig. A house of worship was erected the seme year on the
12th day of August 1854. William Gammon, Benjamin Herold and

Jemes T. Lockridge, on behalf of the Church contracted for

erection of a Church for £1,246.00.

J

ne Methodist Episcopal Church (South) of Euntersville

wes organized in 1866 by Rev.ég? S. E. Sixes. Before tne di-
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ion of the Courch in 1844 info Northern and southern

oranches, the Methodists had an organization at this place but
the Huntersville Church then belonged to what was known as

tne Levelton Circuit.

¥ount Vernon Church, built in 1850 was the first ever

d on Knapps Creek. For its erection $400 was raised by

the remainder was paid by Andrew W. Koore,

€ ¥oore and Preston Moore. It was dedicated in June 1852

an ¥cClure became its first pastor. During the

states called by some the Civil ¥War, the
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barracks of the Church and at one time threat-
“ut were prevailed upon to desist such an act

today 1ts stands ar monument of the religious
..‘T.'.llh ent:

welam of generations now passed away.
I.‘-_ ) 4 A -y e ¥y -
& Tirst members were Leonard feron, Jennie Heron,
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seorge Rider, Harvey Curry, Nary A. Curry, Moses Moore,

Isabella Xoore, Preston Moore, Andrew Moore, Anna Moare

end Elizabeth Lightner. George Rider was the first Class

Leader.
duntersville was the only town in the district
at that time but in later years Frost has become a small
tovn. =funtersville was laid out in 1821 and was tne County
Seat until it was moved to Marlinton after it had become
small town, by the vote of the people.
funtersville is situated on the left bank of Knapps
Creek six miles from it s mouth. It is surrounded on all
sices by lofty mountains and has, perhaps, more tae aprear-
of an Alpine village than any other town in the State.
s elevation 1900 feet above seal level.
20983 Xoore already mentioned as one of the first
tlers located on Knapps Creek more than one nundred
/€8rs ago,--at least one nundred and fifty Years ago- as is
avE-cted by records. Tnere was an old Indian trail or
braft ae it was once called, by wnich the Indians
“¥eled woen on their missions of blood to the settlement s
ne Hiver and in the Shenandoah Valley.
ie tral led near by where Moses oore settl

ed on the

® ownmed by nie grandson Andrew V. Moore. As might

Laer

expected it was not long before

i ,-/ iy Jd0 was C;\_rl-ipd into
Py .Ji' —aal
*Y ®utl made nie escape and returned to his mountain
¢ ore before Lhe pavare were esta vad t"{"-'\"l-o‘ the
ver € ¥as carried a prisoner

to their towneg on the




After his return the last time he purchased all the lands
lying on Knepps Creek up %0 ¥ount Vernon Courch then standing

on the farm of Andrew Herold and still standing on the same

farm now owned by Richard Gibson. This tract included

several thousznd acres and as the records show, Moses Moore gave

"Two _steel travs and two pounds sterling

in exchange for it

money"
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